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The Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District invites community
members, volunteers, and their families to join us for our annual
Volunteer Appreciation Picnic on Thursday, September 3, 2026,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Meigs SWCD Conservation Areq,
located on New Lima Road between Rutland and Harrisonville.

The evening will also feature the America 250-Ohio Heritage Tree Dedication at 6:45 p.m.

This annual gathering is our opportunity to thank the many volunteers, partners, and supporters who
help make conservation programs and projects possible throughout Meigs County. Guests can enjoy
great food, fellowship, and the natural beauty of the Conservation Areaq, including the native grass
prairie and the scenic waters of Little Leading Creek.

A chicken and beef taco bar will be provided by Meigs SWCD, and guests are welcome to bring a
covered dish or dessert to share.

One of the highlights of the evening will be the planting and dedication of Meigs County's official
America 250-Ohio Heritage Tree. Through this statewide initiative, each of Ohio's 88 counties has been
gifted a native white oak tree to commemorate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence. The Meigs SWCD Conservation Area was selected as the permanent home for Meigs
County's Heritage Tree.

White oak trees were chosen because they are native to Ohio, thrive in a wide variety of soil types, and
are known for their strength, longevity, and resistance to many common tree diseases. As these trees
mature over the coming generations, they will serve as a lasting reminder of Ohio's rich natural
heritage and our shared commitment to conservation.

Everyone is invited to take part in this special evening as we celebrate the dedication of this meaningful
legacy tree, recognize the contributions of our volunteers, and enjoy time together outdoors.

The picnic is a great chance to walk the Conservation Area, meet neighbors who care about the same
things you do, and learn more about what the District does. Whether you’ve been coming for years or
you’ve never set foot on the property, we’d love to have you join us!

If you plan to attend, please call the Meigs SWCD office at 740-992-4282 so we can prepare enough
food for everyone.

We hope you'll join us for an evening of good food, good company, and conservation as we celebrate
those who make a difference and help plant a legacy for future generations.



The kids had an amazing time at this year's Nature
Navigators Camp! Both days were filled with hands-
on learning and outdoor fun. Campers explored a
wide range of topics, including fish shocking, wildlife,
conservation in construction, recycling,
macroinvertebrates, water science, and outdoor
science. They also enjoyed a couple of great hikes
through the woods.

To all the awesome people who helped make camp
so special, thank you! Your time, energy, and
enthusiasm made it an amazing experience for
everyone. We truly could not have done it without
you!

Be on the lookout for next year's camp dates and
information. We can't wait to do it all again!




?osfer and Coloring Contest

Conservation Mascot Poster Contest
This spring, Meigs County 6th grade students participated in our Conservation Mascot
Poster Contest with the theme "Create the Conservation Mascot." Students

submitted many creative and thoughtful designs that showcased the importance of ' 4
conservation in our county. Congratulations to our first-place winner, Stella the y
Raccoon, who was selected as Meigs SWCD's new conservation mascot. Be on the . ~

lookout for Stella as she begins appearing in our programs, events, and educational
materials throughout the year! -

Sam Workman-Meigs Daisy Sisson-Meigs Adrian Yost- Southern

Kindergarten Coloring Contest
This year's Kindergarten Coloring Contest focused on caterpillars and their amazing
transformation into butterflies. Kindergarten students from across Meigs County had
the opportunity to learn about the butterfly life cycle while adding their own
creativity to the coloring page. We were impressed by the colorful entries and

enthusiasm shown by our youngest conservationists. Thank you to all of the students,
teachers, and families who participated and helped make the contest a success!

Dixie Payne-Meigs Briella Weiss- Southern Rylee Waters-Meigs



Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting Set for October 6
The Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Meeting & Banquet will be held
October 6 at the Blakeslee Center in Middleport. Doors open at 6:00 p.m., with the program
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Reservations are $20 per person and are required by September 27. Reservations may be
made at the Meigs SWCD office Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

This year’s guest speaker is Garth Ruff, Assistant Professor and Field Specialist in Beef Cattle
and Livestock Marketing with Ohio State University Extension. Garth will discuss “Combatting
Tick-Borne Pathogens in the Cow Herd,” covering tick-borne diseases and ways producers
can protect their herds.

Join us as we celebrate another year of conservation, recognize award recipients, and
conduct the election of supervisors. We hope to see you there!

Election Notice

The Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission will hold an election of Supervisors for the
Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in accordance with Chapter 940 of the
Ohio Revised Code. Individuals who own or occupy land within the Meigs SWCD and are 18

years of age or older may vote.
Eligible voters may cast a ballot in one of three ways:
1. At the SWCD Office
N3 E. Memorial Dr., Suite D, Pomeroy
September 7-October 6, 2026, during normal business hours

2. At the SWCD Annual Meeting
Blakeslee Center, Middleport
October 6, 2026, from 6:00-6:30 p.m.

3. By Absentee Ballot
Request a ballot from the SWCD office or by calling 740-992-4282. Absentee ballots must be
received by 3:00 p.m. on October 6, 2026.

Supervisors will serve a three-year term from January 1, 2027, through December 31, 2029.



SWCD equipment for sale, rent

The following items are available for sale (not including applicable sales tax): A $100
delivery/pickup fee

Marking Flags — $.20 each vl be assessed for

Topographical Maps — $8 each equipment rentals

outside of the county.
No out-of-state
rentals.

Ohio Pond Management Handbooks — Free
‘Leading from the Past—Stories of Leading Creek’ Book—$15

The following equipment is available for rent (subject to scheduling and availability):

John Deere Drill (10-foot) $110 min. plus $11/acre over 10 acres 85 HP < 6,900 |lbs min
Haybuster Dirill (7 foot) $110 min. plus $11/acre over 10 acres 45 HP < 3,600 lbs min
Brillion Seeder (8-foot) $100 min. plus $10/acre over 10 acres 40 HP tractor min.

Lime Spreader $80 min. plus $2/ton over 40 tons 60 HP tractor min. -
Forester Tree Planter $50 per day 25 HP tractor min. _ &:ﬁh "
Planter Bars Free with $50 returnable deposit - 35’;&*9
Box Trap Free with $40 returnable deposit $5/day after 2 weeks 4

All equipment rentals must be scheduled through the Meigs SWCD office at (740)992-4282
during regular business hours for delivery Monday through Friday between the hours of 8
a.m. and 4 p.m. A rental equipment agreement and tax-exempt form (if applicable) must be
on file. Prices listed do not include sales tax. Prices subject to change.

The minimum fee will be assessed if equipment is delivered and not used. A $10 charge per
month will be added to all unpaid bills after 60 days.

We‘re heading into harvest! Please be mindful of tractors and equipment on the
roads. Allow extra room for turns or sudden stops and beware of equipment entering
or leaving highways.

TEACHERS AND HOMESCHOO!

Meigs Soil and Water Conservation has several exciting and engaging educational
programs to offer. All programs are correlated to the State Science Standards.
Most programs are 30-40 minutes in length.
For more information about the programs, visit meigsswcd.com or call Chelsey at (740)992-
4282 to schedule a visit.
We are also eager to host field trips to the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation Area.
Trips can include an educational hike, wetland exploring, or wildlife education activities.
Give us a call to learn more!
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BEFORE you begin construction or development including
filling, grading, or expanding any structure make sure you are
NOT in a flood hazard area.
Contact the office for a free floodplain evaluation.
Floodplain permits are required even if you are paying cash or
not getting flood insurance.

Level 2

Halliday-Atkins-Jewell Farm -
Rutland

Racine Optometric Clinic - Racine
inton County National Bank-Vinton

Clark’s Jewelry Store - Pomeroy

Level 3
Michael Swiger
Hill’s Classic Cars LLC -

Racine

King ACE Hardware-

Middleport
Darrell Norris & Son
Greenhouses, LLC - Racine



MEIGS CLEANUP DAY
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026
9:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M.

GET RID OF HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, JUNK, SCRAP
METAL AND OLD ELECTRONICS FOR FREE

SCRAP TIRE DISPOSAL ONLY $0.50 PER TIRE

Meigs County Fairgrounds
41850 Fairgrounds Road, Pomeroy, OH 45769
Open to Meigs County residents only:

e Proof of residence required such as driver’s license or utility bill.
e Noindustrial or commercial customers.

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT: General household trash,

household hazardous waste (paint, chemicals, cleaners, pool
chemicals, and used oil), fluorescent lamps, pesticides,

herbicides and fertilizer, medical, infectious, or biohazard waste.

Funding and support provided by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, the Meigs
Soil and Water Conservation District, Meigs County Health Department, and the Meigs
County Commissioners,

Rﬂecycle 9

For more information contact the
Meigs County Health Department
at 740-992-6626

hio e

Meigs Counly
Ohio Environmental o i =i

Protection Agency




Brook Jenkins Aaron Oliphant Donald Barnett

Kailey Lang Kelcy Lackey |

This year's photo contest featured the theme "Stars, Stripes, and Tree-
Lined Nights.' We received 56 entries, with participants capturing the
beauty, patriotism, and scenic landscapes of Meigs County. Thank you to
everyone who entered and helped make this year's contest a success!
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Board of Supervisors District Staff NRCS
Tony Carnahan, Chairman Jenny Ridenour, Program Administrator/Wildlife | | Kevin Lewis, District
Tonja Hunter, Vice Chairman/Fiscal Specialist/Flood Plain Administrator Conservationist
Agent Cindy Diehl, Administrative ';?1:::::2:;50"
Keith Bentz, Secretary/Treasurer Assistant
Travis Mugrage, Fiscal Agent Jim Freeman, District Technician/Watershed L.
Roy Vaughan, Member Coordinator County Commissioners
Chelsey Pullins, Education Coordinator Zack MO"U?I
. . . Shannon Miller
Hannah Arnold, Agriculture Technician . .
R . . Jimmy Will
Tina Cotterill, Receptionist
Est. 1943
USDA's nondiscrimination statement .
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its Me'gs SWCD Calendaf Of Evenfs
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or Regulqr mee‘l’ings of the Meigs SWCD Board of Supervisors are
family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program generally held at 11:30 a.m. the fourth ThUI’SdOy of each month at

nformation (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET the SWCD office, 113 E Memorial Drive, Suite D, Pomeroy. Dates
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

o file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, and times are SUbleCf to change.
Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington,
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal August 27" - Board Meeting
opportunity provider and employer. September 3"- Volunteer picnic o .
- - — September 7 - Office Closed Labor Day l:::p ;JAP w |ﬂ;v\?;2;f' su:ew
Conservation Commentary is a publication September 12" - Meigs County Clean up Day O o Facobook of “Meigs.
of the Meigs Soil and Water September 24" - Board Meeting SR o s
Conservation District. October 6 - Annual Meefing o Mo el ot W
. ) : . October 10™ - Farmers Market (ODNR Day) and “Meigs Soil and Water
To subscribe or unsubscribe from Conservation October 12" - Office Closed Columbus day Conservation District” or
Commentary, contact the Meigs Soil and Water October 31" -mFurmers Market (Soils) vis:n us at
Conservation District at 740-992-4282. November 1*' - 6™ - Free Soil Sample Week www.MeigsSWCD.com
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