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Read the press release below to learn about the Ohio EPA SWIF Grant awarded to the Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Ohio EPA Funds Native Vegetation Along Waterways: Meigs County 

A mixture of native trees and shrubs will be planted along a section of Little Leading Creek in Meigs County's Rutland Township with funding from a new Ohio EPA grant program. 

More than $1 million was made available statewide through SWIF for projects designed to reduce pollution from sources near stream banks to improve water quality in Ohio's lakes and rivers. SWIF is a new Ohio EPA program, with funding coming from supplemental environmental projects paid as part of environmental enforcement settlements. The Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District is among the first grant recipients, receiving $1,273. 

SWCD staff and volunteers will plant trees across a 90-foot wide two-acre corridor along Little Leading Creek on the SWCD conservation area. The first 30 feet from the top of the stream bank will be planted with a mixture of hardwood trees. The second 30-foot zone will be planted with a mixture of hardwood trees and shrubs. Native species including cherry, walnut, maple, white oak, persimmon, sumac, pawpaw, black walnut, dogwood, silver maple and American redbud will be used. 

The final 30-foot section of the buffer will be planted with a mixture of native, warm-season grasses and forbs. The project is intended to demonstrate the value of three-zone riparian buffers as an effective tool for reducing agricultural related nonpoint source pollution, such as storm water runoff. 

Meigs SWCD will conduct the plantings as part of a field day activity for local landowners or producers who are interested in learning more about conservation. The forest buffer will be used as an informational stop on future Leading Creek watershed tours. 

SWIF grants are designed to demonstrate practices that keep soil, excess nutrients and pesticides out of waterways and will lead to better water in Ohio. More information on SWIF and other Ohio EPA nonpoint source programs, go to www.epa.ohio.gov/dsw/nps/index.aspx.
Come visit the Meigs SWCD Conservation Area today! Visit our Conservation Area page for details about the Area and directions. 

For more information contact Meigs SWCD at 740-992-4282.

