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A group of home-schooled students took an educational hike, led
by Education Coordinator Jenny Ridenour, at our Conservation Area
along Little Leading Creek on October 14t Five parents and 10 chil-
dren participated in this hike, as well as our AmeriCorps member, Lisa
Prince. Even before the hike started, the kids were so excited about the

Adopt A Highway
bugs that they found at the pic
Educator Workshop 3 wor méd caterpillars and a worm t
Jenny led a couple of fun activities with the children. Two were used to
Tour Recap ! help the kids discover all of the different trees that are on the Conserva-
Mool Are Back 5 tion Area. For the first activity, each student received a laminated leaf
card, which they used to find their own special leaf along the hike. Dur-
Valunteer of the Year p ing the second activity, the students were asked to stand still and see how
many different leaves they could find directly around them on the
Call for Volunteers 5 ground. In another activity, the students paired up, placed a loop of
string on the ground, and counted how many different types of plants
Membership Form 7 were in that little loop. One activity taught the children to use their other
senses. The children were paired up, one of them was blind-folded, and
Calendar of Events 8 the other led them to a tree, where the blind-folded child was instructed

to feel the texture and size of the tree. Then, the child was brought back
to center, spun around, took the blind-fold off, and asked to go find
their tree. They all did a very good job at finding their tree again!
Throughout the hike, Jenny stopped and talked about various things,
such as the osage orange tree, coal mining and acid mine drainage, and
biodiversity. It was an educational experience even for Lisa, and the kids
had a wonderful time learning and stomping around in the mud!
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AmeriCorps Adventures

August marked the end
and the beginning of another. Lauren Armeni, who served Leading
Creek from 2010 to 2011, left the watershed group to pursue a full-time
job in Michigan as an Environmental Scientist. Replacing her is Lisa
Prince, who moved here from northeastern Pennsylvania in the begin-
ning of August. Before joining us at Leading Creek, Lisa received her
Bachel ordés of Science degree
Juniata College in Huntingdon, Pa. As part of the Leading Creek team,
some of her duties include: water quality monitoring, entering data into
the online water quality database, writing newsletters, and organizing
litter clean-ups and environmental education activities. So far in her
term, Lisa has written a grant application, which Lauren had started, to
install a rain garden on the Meigs SWCD Conservation Area property.
We are patiently waiting to see if we got selected! She has attended
many conferences and trainings such as the Ohio Watershed Leaders
Conference and the Ohio Mineland Partnership Conference. In addi-
tion, she has been trained to do water quality testing by the Ohio Uni-

of

versityds Voinovich School of Lea
training on the Quality Habitat Evaluation Index from the Ohio EPA!
N
. f"‘h‘.
Adopt-A-Highway Clean-ups .
Two more Adopt-A-Highway events were held on September
29t and November3da |l ong t he Mei gs SWCDOGs

stretch of Route 7/124. On September 29th, we collected a total of 19
bags of litter. On November 3rd, over 10 bags of litter were collected.
With all of the rain this fall, we were fortunate to have scheduled
these clean-ups on days that were sunny and perfect temperatures for
being outside and making a difference! We are always looking for volun-
teers to help us with clean-up events, so please contact us if interested!

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, Il arge
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten
Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

pri nt 5720-26Q0 oice t a p e,
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Educator Workshop Fun!

Project .4
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On October 20th,
Workshop to introduce local educators to the pro-
gram oHealthy Water,
new OProject WET®S
Water, Heal t hy
tain activities to teach children about water, water-
sheds, and water quality in a fun and exciting way,
while still meeting Ohio education standards for
science and social studies! In attendance at this
workshop were: a graduate student from Ohio Uni-
versity, 8 students and a professor from Rio
Grande, the education coordinators for both Gallia
and Scioto counties, 2 AmeriCorps members from
Raccoon Creek and our AmeriCorps member.

The participants were first introduced to
both guides and how to effectively use them. Both
guides are conveniently broken down by activity
into categories such as grade level, skill, time, re-
sources, and more. Then came the exciting part:
participants were taught how to lead some of the
activities in the books by taking part in them!

From the OProject
pants did activities
teaches students about the proportion of water to
land on Earth using colored beads and a beach ball.
This | esson al so

we held anmaducat or @ gani

Ha studentdaged piRe-k to pgh sehool! Anather
w o0 r kekaropte &f an activityBhavhich thegartieipantst h y
Peopl e ét oaonkd poaPrrto jweacst

“Tu

zational
fun and informative activity that can be adapted
t he

OVBEETNGt  hei ocn -
from OoOHealthy Water, He
tivity is a great introduction to aquatic insects and

their role in watersheds and how they reflect water

quality. Beads, paper clips, rubber bands, etc. are
used to represent different macroinvertebrates.
Students investigate biological assessment, pollu-
tion tolerance, and biodiversity by collecting and
sorting the Omacroi
the sensitivity of each species.

Participants were also introduced to several
means of water quality testing. They were given
several samples of water collected throughout the
watershed and asked to test them and then guess
from where they were taken. Some of the samples
were guessed with ease, others were more difficult
and the results were surprising!

nver

WE T OEvegyané atthe workghap hatl a wonderful
slaareing experignce@nd lotsioé funFA_Linehrand t , O

~

\
both sets of workbooks were given to the partici-
pants for free! We will be offering another work-

h e | p sshopom Pragett begrning Tireer cth Beceiwr@lstma t |

Please contact us if you would like to attend.

Jenny Ridenour, Education Coordinator, introduces

6Bl ue Pl anetd to

wor kshop

Workshop participants test water quality using a Hanna Meter and
par ti c iLagdettatestkits.


http://www.epa.state.oh.us/LinkClick.aspx?link=2251&tabid=2324
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Flowers with ODNR Division of Mineral Re-
sources Management. Dosers work by releasing
controlled amounts of lime product into the
flowing water, which increases pH and reduces
acidity. This chemical reaction also allows metals,
especially iron, to precipitate out of the water.
This particular site was chosen, because the un-
named tributary releases the largest amount of
acid and metal within the Thomas Fork basin
Barb Flowers, ODNR-DMRM, discusses the Thomas (WhiCh enters into Leading Creek)’ ContribUting
Fork Doser Project with tour participants. about 40% of Thomas Fo
load. Due to this large amount of AMD pollu-
tion into Thomas Fork, only 4 fish were found
during a sampling event that took place down-
stream of this site during the summer of 2011 .
After touring the doser construction site,
we drove to the nearby Meigs SWCD Conserva-
tion Area, where participants had a chance to

The annual Leading Creek Watershed
Tour was held on October 22nd, This year, we
focused on the construction of our very first
acid mine drainage restoration project, the
Thomas Fork Doser Project. A lime doser is
currently being constructed on an unnamed

tributary to Thomas Fork located along Bailey ™ _ -
Run Road. It may be completed this year, de- view the relatively new shelterhouse pavilion and

pending upon weather conditions. You may foot bridge that were constructed on the prop-

be asking yourself, Stighetafofr 2010 andthe springof 203, 5 o
why do we need one? gour members walked around the beautiful wet-

These questions and many others were land and nature trails until a picnic lunch was
. . i |
answered at the construction site by Barbara served, which was free to all!

Participants hang out around the shelterhouse at the ]
Conservation Area. One tour member takes in the beauty of our wetland.
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A species of native freshwater mussel
commonly known as the Fat Mucket was re-
introduced into the Leading Creek on Octo-
ber 13th, 2011 by Dr. G. Thomas Watters, cu-
rator of mollusks at the Ohio State Univer-
sity Museum of Biological Diversity in Co-
lumbus. Fresh water mussels disappeared
from Leading Creek following the dewater-
ing of a flooded Southern Ohio Coal Com-
pany mine into Parker Run, a tributary of
Leading Creek, in 1993. That release of par-
tially treated and untreated acidic mine water
killed practically all aquatic life in a 15.5-mile
stretch of Leading Creek. However, mussels
have been disappearing at alarming rates all
over the state of Ohio, and the reasons are
uncertain. Sedimentation and habitat de-
struction are likely causes.

The 182 Fat Muckets that were re-
leased into Leading Creek were bred from
parent mussels that were found in the Ohio
River. These mussels were raised in a con-
trolled setting with typical sediment in which
you would find the mussels. Native bass
were also utilized, as mussels go through a

Jen releases Fat Muckets into Leading Creek as Dr.
Wiatters takes a photograph.
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It was a great day
for releasing
mussels!

assistant, Jen,
shows off the
freshwater
mussels, known
as Fat Muckets,
before releasing
them into
Leading Creek.

parasitic stage. After about 4 months of
growth, the mussels were tagged and brought to
Leading Creek. To release the mussels, Dr.
Watters and his assistant, Jen, placed two PVC
pipes into the sediment of Leading Creek; then
they simply poured the mussels in and waited
for them to dig down into the sediment so they
would not be washed downstream! In a year, Dr.
Watters will return to check on the mussels.

Native freshwater mussels are an impor-
tant part of aquatic ecosystems since they filter
and clean the water. They are also an indicator
of healthy water and streams. Nonetheless, two
dozen mussel species have been driven to ex-
tinction by man in the past 200 years, and most
people were unaware that they even ever existed.

This project is being funded by Leading
Creek Improvement Account Funds adminis-
tered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. When
more mussels in the lab reach maturity, Dr.
Watters will visit Leading Creek again to release
them.

Dr . Watterso
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2011 Volunteer of the Year Award

The winner of the 2011 Volunteer of the Year award was announced on September 27th
at the 68t Annual Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District Meeting and Banquet. Carol
McDonough has been an integral part of the Leading Creek Watershed Group. She has assisted
Leading Creek with Adopt-A-Highway events and the Leading Creek Volunteer Monitors pro-
gram. She regularly monitors the waters in the Leading Creek Watershed around her home and

the home of Debbie Bullington, to whom s
able to do i1t without her. o
Carol also played a vital role 1 n the

of the Leading Creek,d6 which can be purcl
the stories, edited the text, solicited donations, and helped distribute the book, but also created
the cover! She continues to help the Leading Creek Watershed Group sell copies of the book,
such as by setting up a stand in the Heritage Tent at the 2011 Pawpaw festival, which took place
on September 16t-18t in Albany, Ohio.
Many thanks go out to Carol and everyone else who has devoted their time, effort, and
creativity to the Leading Creek Watershed:

P

Left: Carol reveals
the Leading Creek
book.

Right: Raina
Fulks presents the
6Volunt eé
Year d ce

to Carol

Call for Volunteers

Ever wondered about water quality in your back yard? Interested in environmental issues?
Become a volunteer for the Leading Creek Watershed Group! Volunteers will be trained on how
to use monitoring equipment to measure water chemistry parameters, and all data collected will be
displayed on an interactive website: www.watersheddata.com! Volunteers will also have the oppor-
tunity to clean up the watershed by participating in our Adopt-A-Highway clean-ups, stream
sweeps, and river sweeps. The goals of this program are: to increase our watershed data collec-
tion, improve watershed conditions, prevent future watershed impairments, and build a sense of
community. If interested in this invaluable opportunity, please contact us! For more information,
you can also visit our website at: http://meigsswcd.com/Leading_Creek Watershed.php



http://www.watersheddata.com
http://meigsswcd.com/Leading_Creek_Watershed.php
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Leading Creek Watershed Group Membership Form

Join us today! Leading Creek wants yox to become a member!

To become a member of the Leading Creek Watershed Group simply fill in your information below and drop this
form off at our office or mail it to us c/o Meigs SWCD

33101 Hiland Road

Pomeroy, OH 45769

O Yes, | want to join today! O and 1 want to donate! (see options below

Name (Please print) Organization (if applicable)

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Telephone Email

Signature Date

Benefits of Membership

All members receive personal invitations throughout the year to participate in activities such as watershed tours, group
contests, litter clean up days, and water sampling demonstrations.

Option to Donate

Here is your chance to help us restore and protect the watershed. All donations are used to directly benefit the efforts
of the Leading Creek Watershed Group. Those who donate $50 or more receive one of our newly designed t-shirts.
Also keep in mind that your contributions are tax deductible.

Please make checks payable to Leading Creek c/o Meigs SWCD.

The Leading Creek
Watershed Group is
O $10  Donor Preferred Shirt Size (I applicable) a partnership of
residents,
[ $25  Supporter officials, and
agencies united by
O $50  Patron common interest in
restoring the
O $100 Sponsor Leading Creek
Watershed to add
O] to the quality of
$500 Benefactor lfe for the
] residents of the
Other $____ watershed and
surrounding
Thank you for your membership and for your support! communities.




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 15thieading Creek Improvement Committee Meeting at 9:45 a.m. in Logan office of OEPA
December21stPr oj ect Learning Tree Educatords Wor kshoj

Office Closed for Holidays:

December 26th

January 2nd

January 16th

February 20th
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