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 The winners of  the 2011 

Photo Contest sponsored by the 

Meigs Soil & Water              

Conservation District (SWCD) 

and the Leading Creek           

Watershed Group were           

announced at the Leading Creek 

Stream Sweep on April 16th.  The 

theme this year was òWild      

Waters,ó and the contest was 

open to people of  all ages.     

Participants could submit up to 

two photos each.  Three winners 

were chosen to receive cash 

prizes and two honorable     

mention places were chosen.  A 

point system based on attributes 

like focus, lighting, and creativity 

was used to tally the winners.  

Local support helped bring this 

contest into a seventh year.  

Thanks go out to Farmers Bank, 

Home National Bank, and Ohio 

Valley Bank who all donated for 

the contest. 

 First place was awarded to 

Mitchell Howard of  Pomeroy 

with his entry entitled òGo With 

The Flow.ó  Second place was also 

awarded to Mitchell Howard with 

his entry entitled òThe Hollowõs 

Waters.ó  Third place was awarded 

to Josephine Hill of  Long Bottom 

with her entry entitled òBucks Mill 

Dam.ó  Both fourth and fifth place 

were awarded to Teresa Shiflet of  

Rutland with her photos of  the 

2010 Leading Creek Flood on 

Lasher Road. 

 All photo entries can be 

viewed at the Meigs SWCD, at the 

SWCDõs Annual Banquet, and at 

the Meigs SWCD booth during the 

2011 Meigs County Fair.  Photo 

contest entries have also been    

displayed at various other locations 

over the past years, such as the 

Mulberry Center, the Pomeroy   

Library, the Eastern Library, and 

the Racine Library.   

 

     -Article continued on page 4, 

where you can also see the color  

photos! 

April - June 2011 
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Our Partners 

Meigs Soil and Water Conservation District 

Agri-Drain Corporation 

American Electric Power 

AMP Ohio 

Buckeye Hills RC&D 

Boy Scouts of America 

Eastern Local School District 

Girl Scouts of the USA 

Leading Creek Conservancy District 

Leading Creek Improvement Committee 

Meigs County Commissioners 

Meigs County Engineer 

Meigs County Health Department 

Meigs County Recycling & Litter Prevention 

Meigs Local FFA 

Meigs Local School District 

Mid Valley Christian School 

Natural Resources Conservation Services 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
Divisions of Forestry, Soil & Water Resources, 
Mineral Resources Management, Wildlife, and 
Recycling & Litter Prevention 

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, 
Division of Surface Water 

Ohio State University Extension 

Ohio University, College of Engineering 

Ohio University, ILGARD 

PDK Construction 

Pheasants Forever 

Residents of the Leading Creek Watershed 

Rural Action, Inc. 

Rutland Village Council 

Southern Local School District 

Township Trustees of Columbia, Salem,  
Rutland, and Salisbury Townships in Meigs 
County 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

U.S. Office of Surface Mining 

4-H 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, 

color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status.  (Not all 

prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 

program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDAõs TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice 

and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten 

Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA 

is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

Meigs SWCD Staff 

Steve Jenkins, Program Administrator 

Vicki Morrow, Assistant Administrator 

Jenny Ridenour, Education Coordinator / 

 District Technician 

Jim Freeman, Wildlife Specialist /      

 Watershed Coordinator 

Raina Fulks, Leading Creek Watershed 

 Coordinator 

Carrie Crislip, NRCS - District 

 Conservationist 

Lauren Armeni, AmeriCorps member 

Litter Clean Ups 

       We have been busy recruiting 

volunteers to help clean up the      

watershed.  On April 16th about 60 

volunteers braved rain and rising 

flood waters for this yearõs annual 

Leading Creek Stream Sweep.  We 

collected 0.59 tons of  trash, plus all 

the recyclables, and all the bags of  

trash from the Adopt A Highway  

section which were picked up      

separately.  The Stream Sweep was 

sponsored by the Meigs SWCD,   

Rutland Township Board of  Trustees, 

the Meigs Transfer Station, and 

GJMV Solid Waste Management  

District. 

       On June 18th, the Meigs SWCD 
sponsored three sites for the Ohio 
River Sweep: Pomeroy, Racine, and 
Syracuse.  There were 100 volunteers 
between the three sites and we      
collected 0.98 tons of  trash and elec-

tronics were recycled.  Thanks 
go out to all of  our River 
Sweep partners and donors: 
OSU Extension Office, Meigs 
Transfer Station, Jaymar Inc., 
Home National Bank,     
Farmers Bank, Veterans of  
Foreign Wars Stewart Johnson 
Post 9926, Ohio Valley Bank, 
GJMV Solid Waste           
Management District,     
Overbrook Rehabilitation 
Center, and Powellõs Food 
Fair. 

Volunteers at Leading Creek Stream Sweep 

AmeriCorps member, Lauren Armeni,   

working hard at Ohio River Sweep 

Unusual items, like this infant seat, are sometimes 

found at Leading Creek Stream Sweep. 
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Leading Creek Volunteer 

Monitoring Program 

 The Leading Volunteer Monitoring   

Program has continued through this year with 

several volunteer monitoring trainings and 

more monitoring with a fourth grade class at 

Meigs Intermediate School.  In May, we took 

the students out for the last time before school 

was out, where we collected water from the 

stream in front of  the school and they tested it.  

It was great to see how much they learned and 

everything they recalled over the year! 

 This Project has been funded by a grant 

from the Ohio Environmental Education Fund 

of  the Ohio Environmental Protection 

Agency.  We truly appreciate the chance to   

begin this program!  Although this grant cycle 

has now been completed, we are continuing 

our Volunteer Monitoring Program using   

supplies from the grant and our other      

monitoring equipment.  Anyone interested in 

the Volunteer Monitoring Program can sign up 

by calling 740-992-4282.  Come out and      

explore the beauty of  the Leading Creek     

Watershed!  

Field Trip Fun  

       The Conservation Area along Little    

Leading Creek hosted several class field trips 

this spring.  On May 16th, 29 preschool students 

from Heart of  the Valley Head Start came out 

to the Conservation Area.  On May 18th, 14 

preschoolers and 9 homeschooled students 

came to the Conservation Area.  On May 19th, 

53 students from Southern Elementary School 

came to the Conservation Area for a field trip.  

Each group was able to explore the creek,   

wetland area, and trails.  They played in the 

wetland, made nature crafts, and went on hikes.  

We are always glad to host educational         

programs at the Conservation Area.  Any group 

interested in scheduling a field trip should   

contact the Meigs SWCD at 740-992-4282. 

Education Coordinator, Jenny Ridenour, shows a group a 

red spotted newt that was found at the wetland. 

Right:  A 

preschool 

student 

explores 

the      

wetland 

for the 

first time. 

http://www.epa.state.oh.us/LinkClick.aspx?link=2251&tabid=2324
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Congratulations Contest Winners! 

* This publication was funded in part by U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Continued from page 1 
 
 Next year we will have another new 

theme to spark your creativity.  Keep your 

eyes open for that perfect photo of  Meigs 

Countyõs waters for next time! 

First place entry by Mitchell Howard entitled òGo With The Flowó 

Second place entry by Mitchell Howard entitled òThe Hollowõs Watersó  

Mitchell Howard, first and second place winner 

Third place entry by Josephine Hill entitled òBucks Mill Damó 


